Outline of Information Literacy Course

Information Literacy is not academic discipline in its own right, but rather a supradisciplinary activity that can be integrated or related to other academic courses. It is devoted to final year students who make their graduating works for the degrees of Bachelor of Science in Physics and Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering. 

The Internet course “Information Literacy Course in Physics” consists of 14 chapters. 

Courses provide with information requirement in information society, scholarly communication channel, methods in which scholarly  information is organized, present information sources, different types of information searching, search strategy, information handling and organizing, Internet search tools, online information retrieval, give exercises how to search for information. There are self assessment questions and additionally texts for learning.

It is very important that the course are designed to meet the real information need of the users and made available at a time when there are specific information requirements. If somebody seeks to arrange such course, one needs to cooperate with the physicists for common work.

This course is an integrated approach to the basics of effective use of computers, libraries, and information. It presents the fundamentals of university level information literacy, provides a common level of understanding basics and prepares you to master more advanced and complex skills appropriate to academic disciplines. 

Course could be start in the autumn of the next year for fourth-year bachelors. The two classes with 24 PC connected to Internet are in our library. One of them could be used for those students who have not possibility to work at home or at study place.

We do not expect to receive support from our University. Librarians in cooperating with academic staff of the Faculty of Fundamental Sciences will organize the course. Libraries’ and union catalogues of Lithuania, library’s collection, references, DB INSPEC and Internet sources will be used for courses. 

A purpose of course is to help students to acquire knowledge of search for information in connection studies in subject of physics.

Goals include:

1. An understanding of how scholarly information is organized. 

2. An awareness of "information tools" which can save time in information searching. 

3. The ability to construct an appropriate search strategy in connection with specific information needs. 

4. The ability to use information tools to search for, locate and obtain information. 

5. The ability to evaluate the information obtained from a variety of sources. 

6. The ability to be able to handle and organize the information obtained. 

Students taking part in course will gain:

· to develop a systematic method of search for information in subject of physic’s. 

· be aware of the wide range of sources available for finding information and select the sources which will best meet users’ needs; 

· be aware of appropriate indexing and abstracting services, and databases and understand the principles of their use; 

· to develop database searching techniques for accessing both online and CD-ROM databases; 

· to use current awareness methods to keep up to date with the publishes literature after initial search; 

· to use the international academic networks for getting information; 

· to compare and evaluate information obtained from various sources; 

· to cite bibliographic references in project report or theses; 

· to construct a personal bibliographic system. 

Type of course: networked learning.

Level: undergraduate.

Number of participants: 2 academic groups (about 20 students each).

Media: 

· networked resources; 

· computer based media; 

· network media 

Methods: 

· Seminars; 

· Resource based learning; 

· Practical exercises; 

· Network based learning; 

· E-mail communication. 

Organizing the learning:

This course of Information literacy in field of Physics is dedicated to independent learner. 

In order to be in contact with learner and to know number of participants, module of courses is protected by password. Contact with participant will be supported by e-mail. After course is finished students have to carry out the exercises of finding and evaluating of information in physics.

Evaluation:

In order to evaluate the efficiency of courses the questionnaire should be filled in by students and submitted to tutors. The tutors will find out students’ opinion about benefit of training in Information Literacy.

Prerequisites for participants: 

· To have Basic computer skills.

· To use Internet and e-mail.

· Be able to copy files and download files from Web sites. 

System requirements:

· The access to a multimedia computer with CD-ROM. 

· E-mail and Internet Web access. 

· The Internet Browser.


